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Page(s) | Proposed Change Rationale
10 Modification of scheduling timeline for Goal is to support students by having schedules
students in hand for the following school year when they
depart in June.

e In Apri March, students receive the list of the courses they were recommended for and
requested.

e Finat Tentative schedules for the coming school year will be available in June. are-pested-in
Aspenduring-the-stmmer

e Students will be permitted to make schedule changes prior to leaving for summer vacation.

10 Modify level change request process Remove barriers for students to stretch
themselves

LEVEL CHANGE REQUEST PROCESS

Teachers make course placement recommendations based upon their knowledge of the student's
achievement, academic strength, and motivation. On occasion, when aspirations of students and
caregivers conflict with the professional recommendations of the teachers, there—is—a—precess—fer
appeating—the—teacher’s—recommendation:. In these cases, students are encouraged to have
conversations first with their teacher and then school counselor about potentially overriding these
recommendations. In addition, €caregivers are encouraged to first have a conversation with the
recommending teacher first before initiating this process.



https://www.bedfordps.org/high-school/guidance/pages/guidance-information-and-forms
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14 Introduce Mentoring program Facilitate leadership opportunities for
upperclassmen and continue to improve upon
collaboration within school community

MENTORING PROGRAM Course #????
Prerequisite: Application and interview required

This program will provide students with an opportunity to mentor freshman students in an English, math, social
studies, or science classrooms under the guidance of the classroom teachers. Mentors work with students in
small groups and on a one-to-one basis. Mentors are expected to demonstrate behaviors and skills which will
assist class members in attaining academic success. In addition, mentors must complete coursework as directed
by the teacher. Mentors will also attend an orientation training session before the start of the school year.
Mentors are also expected to attend several other meetings throughout the year. Participation in this course is
selective and limited to 2 to 6 mentors per academic class. Students interested must complete the application
form, secure a teacher’s recommendation, and interview with the subject matter Program Administrator. Grades
are on a pass/fail basis.
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18-19, Remove Photography and Photo Intern Students enrolling in manipulative courses -
20 courses ceramics & sculpture, plans to develop a more

robust digital art program which is more
relevant and cost-effective
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ART, CERAMICS, PHOTO INTERN College Prep (Pass/Fail) Course #7011
Prerequisite: Art |, Ceramics |, er-Phetegraphy, or program director approval

The Art, or Ceramics-or—Photography Intern will assist the classroom teacher by keeping supplies and equipment
ready and updated for classes. Art Interns will be responsible for the ongoing organization, cleaning and
inventory of art supplles Ceramlc Interns will be respon5|ble for recycllng cIay, organlzmg glazes and cleanlng
tools : S : S g g

Proposed Change Rationale

28

Modify English 1V: African-American Reflect current curriculum in course
Literature course description

ENGLISH IV: AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERATURE Unleveled Course #0430
The focus of this course is on the development of black writing in America, from the colonial to the
contemporary. The readings, both fiction and nonfiction, cover a panoply of experiences—from slavery to the
riches of the Harlem Renaissance, and from the struggles against institutional racism, to the fight for civil rights.
The course will close with African-American contributions to contemporary life and literature. Sample texts an
e*eerpfs include Between the Wor/d and Me, Bmt/ and Thmgs Fall Apart. Nerrative—of-the—tife—of-Frederick

28
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Modify English IV: Asian-American Reflect current curriculum in course
Literature course description

ENGLISH IV: ASIAN-AMERICAN LITERATURE Unleveled Course #0440

Whm—mvdﬁhﬁmaﬁn—ﬁem—ehmese Drawmg from works such as Tracy Chee s We are Not Free, Gene Luen

Yang’s American Born Chinese, and Robin Ha’s Almost American Girl, as well has an assortment of
documentaries, feature films, and online resources, students will examine the Asian-American experience and
investigate their impact on America and, conversely, the impact life in America has had on them. Students are
encouraged to bring in their own families’ immigration stories to compare with those explored in the class
curriculum. Guest speakers and field trips will also be important aspects of the course. One of the goals of the
class is to supplement the existing curriculum taught in American Perspectives and American History.

Proposed Change Rationale
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34 Remove Continuing Algebra Il/Pre-Calculus | Final phase as part of plan to remove
course continuing math course track. All other
continuing courses were previously removed.
35 Modify Geometry course descriptions Reflect current curriculum in course
GEOMETRY College Prep Course #2203

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

Aligned to the Common Core State Standards, our Geometry course covers the fundamentals of Euclidean
Geometry including constructions, transformations, congruence, similarity, right triangle trigonometry, circles,
geometric measurement and dimension, and coordinate Geometry. Greater emphasis is placed on applications
of properties than on formal geometric proofs; however, students are expected to develop a basie beginning

understanding of deductive reasoning. that—supperts—a—given—eenjecture: This majority 10th grade course

incorporates MCAS-style practice throughout the year and students take a formal MCAS practice test.

GEOMETRY Honors Course #2204
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

Aligned to the Common Core State Standards, our Geometry course covers the fundamentals of Euclidean
Geometry including constructions, transformations, congruence, similarity, right triangle trigonometry, circles,
geometric measurement and dimension, and coordinate Geometry. Two-column geometric proofs of theorems
are embedded in each some units of study, and proofs are “fill in,” meaning students will fill in the details of the
proof given a provided structure of some statements and reasons. Algebra skills and concepts are reviewed
throughout the year where needed. Ninth graders taking Geometry have successfully completed a full-year
Algebra | course in middle school.

GEOMETRY High Honors Course #2205
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

Aligned to the Common Core State Standards, our Geometry course covers the fundamentals of Euclidean
Geometry including constructions, transformations, congruence, similarity, right triangle trigonometry, circles,
geometric measurement and dimension, and coordinate Geometry. This is a proof-based course where students
write formal, two-column proofs in the majority of units. Students will learn to write proofs “from scratch,”
meaning they are expected to create the statements and reasons themselves. A solid mastery and retention of
Algebra | concepts and skills is expected. Proofsof-theoremsareembeddedinreach—unit: Ninth graders taking
Geometry have successfully completed a full-year Algebra | course in middle school.

Proposed Change Rationale

38

Remove Hospitality course Lack of interest in the course, has run only once
since 2019, DECA opportunities instead

HeshlpAl e Todplsp— College Prep———————— Coupse #6023
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40 Remove Fashion Design courses Fashion did not run this year. Student interest
shows a desire for an expanded foods program.
40-41 Remove CASE/Preschool Internships CASE not housed in schools and the Preschool

Internship is now categorized as Lane
Internship with the preschool move

Proposed Change

Rationale

42

Remove Drafting courses

Lower enroliments as students have gravitated
towards the Tech. Ed. courses

DPRAFHNGTEEHNOLOGY———Unleveled——————————————————Course #6116
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Lower enroliments as students have gravitated
towards the Tech. Ed. courses

Proposed Change

Rationale

46

Introduce Percussion Specialty elective

Provide specialized instruction for the
percussion section

BAND: PERCUSSION SPECIALTY

Prerequisite: Previous participation in the Band program or approval of the instructor

This class would enable percussion students from the BHS Band program (only) to learn percussion-specific skills
in a separate setting while mastering percussion parts for the Band ensemble. Students will have focused time
with the teacher to learn snare drum rudiments and rolls, timpani technique, mallet instrument technique, and
additional skills in auxiliary percussion. At home practice is expected. Students will perform with the BHS Band in

Honors Course #
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evening concerts throughout the year. Concert participation is mandatory. Prior to each concert there will be a
mandatory, evening rehearsal. Grades will be based upon rehearsal participation and behavior, concert and
dress rehearsal attendance, and recording assignments.

Proposed Change Rationale

53

Remove Media component from Forensic | Media is no longer emphasized within the
Science course; Add College Prep level as | curriculum; High demand for the course and
an option for students want to increase access

FORENSIC SCIENCE (Lab)/FORENSIESHN-MEBHA Honors Course #3604
Prerequisite: Grade 12 and Teacher Recommendation

Forensic science is a senior-level course rich in exploration and lab investigation which applies many disciplines of
scientific study such as biology/anatomy, chemistry, and physics to solving crimes. The course examines the
application of science to those criminal and civil laws that are enforced by police agencies in a criminal justice
system. Major topics include processing a crime scene, collecting and preserving evidence, identifying types of
physical evidence, organic and inorganic analysis of evidence, trace evidence, serology, DNA, fingerprints,

#rrea-rms anthropology, and document analy5|s S%udeﬁ-ts—wm—aﬁawie—hew—ﬁefenews—rs—pfeseﬁfed—m—varmﬁ

FORENSIC SCIENCE (Lab) College Prep Course TBD
Prerequisite: Grade 12 and Teacher Recommendation

Forensic science is a senior-level course rich in exploration and lab investigation which applies many disciplines of
scientific study such as biology/anatomy, chemistry, and physics to solving crimes. The course examines the
application of science to those criminal and civil laws that are enforced by police agencies in a criminal justice
system. Major topics include processing a crime scene, collecting and preserving evidence, identifying types of
physical evidence, organic and inorganic analysis of evidence,trace evidence, serology, DNA,
fingerprints, anthropology, and document analysis. At the College Prep level, students explore each topic through
guided lab experiences and structured and scaffolded research investigations.

54
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Modify Project Physics to Honors level Initially designed to be an honors level course.
Unleveled courses currently have low
enrollment; students have shared a reluctance
to sign up for unleveled electives. The honors
level is more attractive to colleges and
universities in transcripts, thereby benefiting our
students in the application process.

PROJECT PHYSICS: THE WAY THINGS WORK (Lab)bYnleveted Honors Course #3110

Proposed Change Rationale

60

Modify Gender Studies to Honors & High | Initially designed to be honors & high honors
Honors levels level courses. Unleveled courses currently have
low enrollment; students have shared a
reluctance to sign up for unleveled electives.
The honors level is more attractive to colleges
and universities in transcripts, thereby




benefiting our students in the application
process.

GENDER STUDIES Ynleveled Honors/High Honors Course #1450

1544/1545

This course examines gender in societies around the world, both past and present. Students will do this through
the study of the historical and contemporary roles of women in relation to men, the cultural expectations of
women and men in different societies, and gender as it relates to social class, diversity, and identity. The class
will address the nature vs. nurture debate, biological foundations of gender, and masculinity in America today.
This course emphasizes contemporary gender issues and students will evaluate events in American and world
history using gender as a lens to analyze these issues. Students are expected to complete a-signifieant-amotntof
independent reading outside of class, including supplementary articles and books. The class is grounded in
discussion, reflection, and analysis of many—ef-the themes and ideas introdueed explored in course readings,
films, and other types of media. The course addresses chaIIenging and sensitive issues throughout the year.

; 7 5 v ss: Students enrolled in ngh Honors should
be capable of analyzmg and evaluating additional mdependent readings, should write at a college level, and
should be prepared for differentiated assessments on tests, quizzes, and projects.

60 Introduce International Relations course New course proposed based on student interest
and teacher expertise
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Honors/High Honors Course #2222/222?
The study of international politics and current issues facing world powers by first analyzing the history, origins,
and evolution of the modern international system through a variety of theoretical and conceptual approaches
and frameworks. These frameworks will be used to explore the global economy, international governance
mechanisms, national foreign policies, security and conflict, and global problems. Students enrolled in High
Honors should be capable of analyzing and evaluating additional independent readings, should write at a college
level, and should be prepared for differentiated assessments on tests, quizzes, and projects.
61 Modify Real World Social Studies to Honors | Initially designed to be an honors level course.
level Unleveled courses currently have low
enrollment; students have shared a reluctance
to sign up for unleveled electives. The honors
level is more attractive to colleges and
universities in transcripts, thereby benefiting our
students in the application process.
REAL WORLD SOCIAL STUDIES YnieveledHonors Course #13101314
61 Modify course description and add New description reflects both the potential for
Advanced Placement course level students to enroll in the course at the AP level

and the curriculum covered.

U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS Honors Course #1704
AP U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS Advanced Placement Course #1705
Upon completion of this course, students will have achleved a thorough understandlng of the purpose, process,
and roIe of the American system of government. e emphasize-the-ide 5 A g

respenstbitittestntocalstateand-ratienalgovernment: Topics of study include the kisteryef-Amerieanpoliticat




democracy, interactions among branches of government, civil liberties and civil rights, American political
ideologies and beliefs, and political participation. Lessons challenge and encourage students to become informed
and active participants in society by developing an awareness of their rights and responsibilities as American
citizens and to exercise these rights and responsibilities at the local, state, and national levels. Content will be
presented through analysis of written arguments, discussion of current issues and events, first-hand experiences,
case studies, research, critical thinking, and decision making activities. Students will demonstrate their mastery
of content through a variety of written and performance-based products. Students enrolled in the Advanced
Placement level should be capable of analyzing and evaluating additional independent readings, should write at
a college level, and should be prepared for differentiated assessments on tests, quizzes, and projects. This
course is eligible for dual enrollment; see the Counseling section for additional information.




