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Textbook for 8th Grade Math

● Big Ideas Math, Modeling Real Life 
Common Core, Ron Larson and Laurie 
Boswell, Copyright 2019, Big Ideas 
Learning.
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Why do we need a new text?

● Math Course 3 © 2007 is outdated, 
unaligned to Common Core, and overly 
supplemented by teachers with online 
materials.

● Logical continuation for 8th grade math 
since 6th and 7th grade have adopted 
Big Ideas over the past two years. 3



Why we like Big Ideas

● Challenge and rigor of problems. 

● Squarely aligned to 8th grade standards.

● Architecture strong:  Scope and sequence 

focused and coherent, “I Can” statements 

frame all lessons, focus on math practices, 

formative assessments, and spiral reviews.  

● Familiarity with authors for students and 

teachers.
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“I Can” Statements
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Summarizers
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Standards of Mathematical Practice
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Wealth of Real World Problems
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“Review and Refresh” Spiral Review
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7th Grade Math Feedback

● More rigorous curriculum…The students were pushed this 
year more than we ever have done in the past. 

● The online resources are readily available, but no test 
generator. 

● They have problems which have fraction and decimal units, 
not just whole numbers.   

● Tight Alignment between Pre-Algebra and 7th grade Math. 
This year we have been teaching the same units to both 7th 
grade math and Pre-Algebra. 
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7th Grade Math Challenges...

● More rigorous problems than previous book.
● There is limited selection of problems to choose from. 
● If you want easier problems or a number of easy 

problems, you have to create them. 
● There is no review of previous material. We had to 

create our own materials to prepare students for the 
prerequisite knowledge that would be required for 
them to be successful with certain sections in the 
book.
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