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ol METCO

It all started at Bedford Public Schools!
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIXv1_5jS-E&t=40

In 1974, on average, a man working full-time, year-round could earn approximately
$9,180 a year, could rent for S108 a month, and could buy a gallon of gas for S0.36.

A 1974 man's annual base expenses totaled about $2,170 for shelter, gas (figuring
around 760 gallons per year), and groceries (about S50 per month).
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Base Price: $2292 Base Price: | Base Price: $3335

Ford Pinto Chevrolet Camaro Pontiac Firebird



Some of the most watched sitcoms in
1974 were Happy Days & Land of the Lost



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlmeQv8OTk0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n3m7Xow0YxE

MmeTCO

Boston Busing Crisis
of 1974

Called for desegregation of schools and the first years of its implementation led to a series of racial protests and riots
that brought national attention, particularly from 1974 to 1976. In response to the Massachusetts legislature's

enactment of the 1965 Racial Imbalance Act, which ordered the state's public schools to desegregate.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXfgXhz5Dkc&t=72

METCO comes to Bedford

1974 School Committee Members

Otto Cardinale
Robert McClatchy

Martha Hoo MET C O

Dorothy Dolan
Fred Mayer METCO (Metropolitan Council

for Educational Opportunity), is a

private non-profit, voluntary asso-
ciation. It began through the deter-  greatly appreciated by many. One
of her goals is to integrate the
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MmeTCO

1974

Bedford Community and School
Committee agreed to enter the
METCO Program.

“Your legacy will have nothing to do
with who you impressed. Your legacy
will have everything to do with who you

had an impact on!”.




Current Students | M

Davis School
Lane School
JGMS

BHS

Total

6 students

21 students
20 students
36 students

83 students


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5r0i2ZAbCc&t=11

“The Past Teaches Us About the Present
Because history gives us the tools to analyze and explain problems in
the past, it positions us to see patterns that might otherwise be
invisible in the present - thus providing a crucial perspective for
B understanding (and solving!) current and future problems.”
c
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Born & raised:
Mattapan, MA

Bedford High School

Class of 2015

~

- Education
ﬁter graduating high

school, I went on to
graduate from
Pennsylvania State
University in 2019

I remember the
majority of my teachers,
but the ones that
appreciated the most
were the ones who
cared about my success

/

~ | academically and
&)Cially. /
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Born & raised:
Roxbury, MA

Bedford High School

Class of 2014

~

/

Allister Williams -Sales

@ter graduating high \

school, I went on to
graduate from Westfield
State University 2018

“I remember Math class
with Mr. Dix, he made
learning fun. I gained a
friend and family in
Bedford “The Walters who
welcomed me as part of
their family. I also
remembered the late bus
rides with my friends after
games and practices!” /




Born & raised:
Dorchester, MA

Bedford High School
Class of 2015

ﬂer graduating high school, I wenx

on to graduate from UMass
Dartmouth 2018 and currently in law
school

“4 teachers I will never forget: Mr.
Hebert, Mr. Zellner, Mrs. Tracy and
Mrs. Larimore. All of them played
integral roles in my adjustment,
success, and development during my
time in high school. I was fortunate
enough to be a part of a few first’s for
BHS. One of my favorites was the
Black studies class offered in 2015.
Each class was an escape from a place
that made me feel so isolated. The
class enrollment alone was telling of

. /

culture and history!”

the student body's interest in my




Brianna Robinson -IT Design

ﬁﬁer graduating high school, I \

went on to graduate from
Quinnipiac University in 2019 and
then got my Masters in 2020

“During my time with the Tenacity
challenge and prepping I will never
forget the teachers that stayed
back and helped us students
practice and study. | was a part of
the first ever Tenacity challenge
and love to come back each year to
see more students participate and
earn scholarships. I was also a part
of G-Squad a step team that was in
Bedford High. It was always fun to
step and put on a show for pep
rallies and other events!”

/ ™

Born & raised:
Dorchester, MA

Bedford High School
Class of 2015

. /




Dawon Williams - Career world

/After graduating high school, I went\

to college and then started working
before finishing

“Mrs. Comeiro had the biggest impact
on me as a teacher. I remember
almost flunking the 8th grade and my
teachers gave me 2 weeks to make up
2 months of work and I completed it
all in about 4-5 days. They were
surprised that [ was able to finish the
work load and told my mom they was
expecting me to have to stay back
they just wanted to give me atleast a
chance to move on to the next level. I
never let my work pile up like that
again and finished highschool about a
3.5 gpa unweighted!

\_ /
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Born & raised:
Hyde Park, MA

Bedford High School
Class of 2017

\_ /
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Born & raised:
Hyde Park, MA

Bedford High School

Class of 2017

~

Jalea Haywood- Sheriff department

@er graduating high school, I went \

Umass Boston for a few semesters.

I don't really have any stories but I will
say I think [ had more good experiences
than bad during my time in the Bedford.
For the negative I think people can be
ignorant and make assumptions about
those who grew up in the city. Also I
personally think it's a little harder for
METCO girls to make friends especially
when you're not starting school at a
super young age. I did find myself mostly
staying with those who had similar
backgrounds to me. The more positive
thing is that I made friends from different
backgrounds while in High School. Also I
participated in sports and extracurricular
activities while there.

/

o /




@er graduating high school, I\

went on to graduate from UMass
Dartmouth 201

“I remember a lot of my middle
school teachers but in terms of
high school I remember admin,
teachers, custodian, coach’s and
bus drivers. During my time at
Bedford I remember a lot of
teachable moments, I remember
being emerged in the
community and I remember
overcoming adversity.!”

o /

~

Born & raised:
Dorchester, MA

Bedford High School
2017

. /




Chantay Robinson-Judicial Secretary
ME ™

After graduating high school, I went on to
graduate from University of New Haven in
2019

“I remember a number of teachers who have
helped me along the way. Mrs. Messenger, Mr.
Zellner, Mrs. Kane, Mrs. Goetchius, Mr.
Boschetto, Mrs. Augustin, and many others
who were so kind. I don't remember anyone
as a negative influence. I remember being in
high school part of the step team known as
G-Squad. We would perform together for pep
rallies and at specific shows for the school
and everyone loved it! It was exhilarating and
we even got students from the three different
groups (Bedford, Metco, and Hanscom) join us
for these events. I also remember Bedford
started the Tenacity Challenge that I am so
proud to still be part of. We worked very hard
every year to create the events and host it. [
am proud to see how far it has reached and I
hope to still keep it going!”

AN /

4 N

Born & raised:
Dorchester, MA

Bedford High School
Class of 2015

- /




Edward King (BJ)- Entertainment

' ‘ - ,, ﬁfter graduating high school, I went \
- ’ : straight into the workfield. I pursued my

passion in music and became a DJ and
rapper. I went on to make a CD and even
started my own DJing business.

“I remember having my sister in school
with me, who started Bedford before me.
For me, the teacher I remember the most
is Mr. Hagan and Mrs, Myles, they always
provided a safe space for me to work and
were great mentor. Mr Hagan, especially
but the teachers and the METCO staff at
a time when I felt like I needed the
support they they showed up and
advocated for me! Bedford for me, is like
home, I appreciate still being able to
come out and support all and any events
that they have (dances, proms, tenacity
challenges and recently the Black History

kCelebration)! /

4 N

Born & raised:
Dorchester, MA

Bedford High School
Class of 2018

- /




Asha Mondesir -Healthcare

m / / \
After graduating high

school, I went straight
into the work world.

“The person that [ will
alway remember will be

a A

Born & raised:

Roxbury, MA Mrs. Parker. She kept us
in line, and the METCO
Bedford High School friends we made that

became family!”

o !

Class of 1997

\_ /




Sadida Harris - Hunt- Education

After graduating high school, I
went on to graduate from \
Wheelock College and then got my
Masters in Early Childhood from

BU

“I remember Mrs. August (first
black teacher I had at BHS), Ms.
Goetschius, Ms. Tocci and Mr.
Herbert. Ms.Billouin, Ms.Martel,
Mrs.Harris, Ms Lattimore, and a
reading specialist [ forgot her
name! All were amazing teachers
that helped me tremendously and I
am forever grateful for them!

One in particular is
Ms.Goetschius, who never gave up
on me and always pushed me to my

full potential. She was direct and
caring! /

Born & raised:
Roxbury, MA

Bedford High School
Class of 2014

\_ /
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Born & raised:
Roxbury, MA

~

Bedford High School

\_

Class of 2008

/

Terrance Favors -Education

After graduating high school, | went on to
graduate from Becker College in 2013

“Few teachers | remembered were, Mrs.
Sullivan and Mr. Sills. Two down to earth people
who tried their best to understand and seek
who we were besides the "Metco Kids". Very
approachable and felt like their offices were
safe spaces. Mr. Mangan who always knew how
to keep a room light and hold you accountable.
| think it's crazy that | am cool with the majority
of the METCO students still to this day. We are
really close and spend alot time with one
another. | have also been able to maintain
relationships with Bedford families as well. To
the point where they are no longer labeled
"Bedford friends", they are my day to day
people | lean on and confide in. My overall
experience was amazing. From long bus rides to
sleepovers with my teammates. One of the best

decisions of my life!” /




Naomi Robinson -HR Manager

After graduating high school, I
went on to graduate from

Quinnipiac University in 2019

“I remember 2015's Sh*t White
People Say video! Look it up it's on
YouTube! That whole year was
sorta a breakthrough for being
seen in Bedford as a black student
and for our peers to really ask
questions about what it’s like to
live as a black person in America.
G-SQUAD! The best step team
graduated in 2014/2015 tho. The
feeling of everyone wanting to see
us perform is something I'll never
forget. It was always a fun
experience. (There’s sooo much

more but these are the standouts
for me}!”

4 h

Born & raised:
Dorchester, MA

Bedford High School
Class of 2015

\_ /
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Roslindale /Dorchester,

Bedford High School

Born & raised: \

MA

Class of 2016

/

Elizabeth Antuna

After graduating high school, I
went on to graduate from Umass
Lowell

“Yes, mostly all good experiences. |
remember Mr. Berlino, Mr.
Caprioli, Mr. Casey, Ms. LaGrassa
who wasn't a teacher but she was
truly the best, Ms. Irving, Ms.
Myles, Mr. McGrath, Mr. Lopresti. 1
do remember a lot but what comes
to mind most were memories with
the friends I met in high school
that I wouldn't have met if it
weren't for being a part of the
METCO program. One of my
current closest friends lived on

base so it was pretty cool to have

wt her when I did. /
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Born & raised:
Roxbury, MA

Bedford High School

Class of 2017

~

/

Alenah Garcia -Civil services

After graduating high school, I went
to college, studied communication
and later went to school for esthetics.

“T'll say that Bedford saved me quite
literally. I was on my last straw at
home and my parents did not know
what to do with me because I was
prepared to sign out of school. When I
got to Bedford I had a low gpa, a
negative attitude on life and no game
plan for my future. The first half of my
first year at Bedford I got involved in
the school heavily, I had brought my
GPA up immensely and I got really
close to our guidance office which
helped me plan for what the future. I
made lifelong friends whom I still
connect with now and I'm in a much
better place in my life because of that
school!”




/ Born & raised: \

Fields Corner,
Dorchester MA

Class of 2018

Bedford High School

Ny'Asia President - (CRA)
ﬁfter graduating high \

school, I went on to
graduate from UMass
Dartmouth 2022.

I remember the
majority of my teachers,
but the ones that
appreciated the most
were the ones who
cared about my success
academically and

/

Q)Cially. /
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Born & raised:
Readville /Mattapan,
MA

Bedford High School
Class of 1995

/

Marcell Bittle -Trucking Industry

After graduating high school, I attended
\ Salem State, then Quincy College. Then

worked at State Street from 96-2014

“When I attended BHS it felt like a home!
There was a fight in the hallways between a
black student & a white student ( and maybe
others may have jumped in). A couple hours
later the WHOLE school was in the
auditorium. The speaker was our principal &;
vice principal - and I could tell that they were
not happy with the SITUATION with their
tone &; language that was used. I felt like they
cared &amp; they didn’t want anything
“racial” to affect their students. After that
assembly I totally felt like family at BEDFORD
HIGH SCHOOL. I can't recall any “racial”
fights after that assembly in my 4 years of
high school. Recently I have participated in
diversity forums held in Bedford - and I am
SUPER PROUD of BEDFORD and the
leadership that they have displayed by just
having “the discussion” about

equality/diversity and I plan on
participating /assisting more!”




First Bedford METCO Coordinator/Director

MICHELE FOSTER
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Irene Parker
1975-2000

Irene grew up in Roxbury, MA and knew that Bedford would give her
children a great opportunity moved and raised her children there. In
seeing the education that they were receiving, she wanted to make sure
that this opportunity was given to other Black students living in Boston
as well. ’
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